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Kotido 2 January 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

I wish to express in writing my sense of gratitude to you all for the welcoming I received on the day of my ordination on 19th December 2009. I wish to thank all those who have been actively involved and gave their own time and resources to make the celebration a success. I assure you of my prayers. May God reward each and everyone!
I received the order of bishop not for my own sake but in order to serve you all so that we may move together towards the fullness of life, in its many aspects, which embrace a good and deep spirituality, social integration through proper political actions aimed at justice and peace, a just and sufficient economical development together with educational and health services from which no one should ever be excluded. The challenge is big but together we can face it without discouragement. 

Communication and exchange of opinions, views, concerns and expertise will be essential to build up trust, create links and find common motivation for acting together. For this reason I begin with this circular letter which I hope will develop into something permanent with your contribution and support on which I count so much.
1. Appointment of the Vicar General.
Fr Phelan Bernard has been the Diocesan Administrator since the seat of Kotido Diocese became vacant. I thank him for the great work he has done with dedication, knowledge and competence. I asked him to continue to serve the Diocese of Kotido as Vicar General at least for a year while finding a successor.

2. Kotido Diocesan Priests Association (KODIPA)

The diocesan Priests had their annual meeting at Losilang Parish on December 29th 2009. The purpose of Kodipa is to strengthen the fraternal bond among diocesan priests and to reflect on issues related to their life and ministry. I invite all to support and collaborate with the diocesan priests so that they may be faithful to their ministry.

3. Clergy meeting

The first Meeting of all the clergy (diocesan and religious) was held at Kanawat Parish on December 30th 2009. These are some of the issues dealt with:
a. I reminded myself and the clergy that Bishops and Priests are not chosen and ordained for their own personal advantage, but for the good of the Christian community and all God’s people. It is through faithfulness to our service that we build up trust, communion and cooperation. Vice versa, the failure of only one of us has the power to undermine the reputation of all. Thus reciprocal support, fraternal correction and readiness to apologize when needed should become our style of life.

b. All are invited to examine our pastoral work and how the diocese should be organized. The aim is to develop a common pastoral policy grown out of the reality of our parishes and to make all our structures functional and people oriented.
c. I asked the priests holding diocesan office to continue carrying on with their commitments and to prepare a report of the activities, difficulties and challenges faced during the year 2009.

d. The reopening of Kangole Catechist Training Centre for those catechists who are to complete their akamu course. In each parish there should be a good team of catechists as helper to the priest in the formation of the Christian communities.
e. The diocesan retreat for all the clergy (diocesan and religious) will take place at Bishop’s House on January 24th (arrival in the evening) till January 29th afternoon (departure after lunch)
f. The Mill Hill Missionaries offered to open a new community within Kotido Diocese. The clergy has been invited to give their own views so that the Bishop with his Consulters may come to a concrete proposal to be given to the Regional Superior of the Mill Hill Missionaries.

4. Meeting of the Consultors concerning the New community of Mill Hill Missionaries

On the same day of the clergy meeting the Consulter met to define the response to be given to the Mill Hill Missionaries. We, the Consulters and the Bishop, are grateful to the Mill Hill Missionaries for their dedication to the Diocese and for the proposal of opening a new mission. Our preference is for the re-opening of Loyoro Parish and the development of Kopoth. We now wait for the response of the competent authority of the MHM.
5. Week of prayer for Christian Unity

The annual week of prayer for Christian Unity takes place from 18th to 25th of January. The theme of this year is “you are witnesses of these things” (Lk 24:48). The Uganda Catholic Commission for Ecumenism propose to break done the theme as following:
1st day
Witness through celebrating life: “Why do you look for the living among the dead” (Lk 24:5)

2nd day
Witness through sharing stories: “What are you discussing with each other” (Lk 24:17)

3rd day
Witness through awareness: “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem” (Lk 24:18)

4th day
Bearing witness through celebrating the faith received: “What things? The things about Jesus of Nazareth” (Lk24:19)
5th day
Witness through suffering: “Was it not necessary that the messiah should suffer these things then enter into his glory?” (Lk 24:26)

6th day
Witness through faithfulness to the Scriptures: “Were not our heart burning within us while he was talking to us and was opening the scriptures to us?” (Lk 24:32)

7th day
Witness through hope and trust: “why are you frighten, and why do you doubts arise in your heart?” (Lk 24:38)

8th day
Witness through hospitality: “Have you anything here to eat?” (Lk 24:41).

I invite all to celebrate this week, if possible, in union with members of the Christians Churches present in each Parish as a way of fostering mutual trust and cooperation. May the Spirit increase our ecumenical commitment.
6. Centenary Anniversary of the Bannabikira Srs
With a letter dated 1st December 2009, the Superior General, Rev. Mother Rosemary Namaganda, informed us that the Daughter of Mary, Bannabikira Sisters are preparing the celebration of the Centenary of their foundation on 4th December 2010. I invite the faithful and the religious communities to thank the Lord for such an achievement and to ask God’s blessing on all members of the Institute so that they may grow in number and in faithfulness to their charism. 
7. Pastoral letter of Religious Leader in view of the Government Election 2011
The Uganda Joint Christian Council produced a pastoral Letter of the religious Leaders “Towards free and fair Presidential, Parliament and Local Governments’ Election in 2011”

The aim of the letter is to foster awareness a sense of responsibility in all believers so that they may act as responsible citizens taking active part in all democratic activities. Christian spirituality should cause all of us to live and act according to those human, social and spiritual values that have the power to foster justice, unity and peace.
8. General timetable 2010
You will receive the general timetable of Kotido Diocese for year 2010. Take notice of all the deanery and diocesan meetings.

Best wishes for the New Year; may the Lord show you his face and grant you his peace!

+ Giuseppe Filippi
