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Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 10
Kotido, 14th October 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

1. A thought from the Scriptures
“Go out to the all world and proclaim the Good News” this command of Jesus is at the centre of the mission of the Church. The Church exists for this only reason, that is, to make Jesus the Christ known to all people of the world who are called to and have the right to fully share in Jesus’ fullness of life. The message of Pope Benedict for Mission Sunday (see Appendix 1) reminds us of the communitarian dimension of the gift of salvation and the necessity of being witnesses of faith. The risk for each community is to forget the missionary dimension of faith, and thus neglecting the duty to proclaim the Good News to all. Although today it seems improbable to meet people who never heard the name of Jesus, surely there are very many, even among the baptized, who did not reach a sufficient knowledge of Him. Indeed too many baptised people do not live an exemplary Christian life to the point of discouraging those who may wish to follow Christ with. Pope John Paul II had these people in mind when he talked of a new evangelization. Pope Benedict XVI is equally concerned to reach out to many Christians who quickly forgot their Christian roots and culture to follow the relativistic and materialistic modern style of life. The missionary month gives us the opportunity to evaluate our missionary thrust and commitment. 
The following quotation from St. Daniel Comboni is a good missionary program for each of us: “I make common cause with each one of you, and the happiest day in my life will be the one on which I will be able to give my life for you. - I am not unaware of the weight of the burden I have to carry, since as shepherd, teacher and doctor to your souls I shall have to watch over you, educate you and correct you: defend the oppressed without hurting the oppressors, reproach errors without antagonising those who err, denounce scandals and sins without ceasing to show compassion to sinners, seek out the corrupt without weakening to vice; in a word, be a father and a judge at the same time. But I am resigned to this in the hope that you will all help me to carry this burden with happiness and joy in the name of God. (S. 3159) 
May the Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary of the Rosary help us to be faithful to our missionary vocation!
2. Vocations
All believers share in the mission of the Church but religious and priest have a special role according to their specific vocation and charism. Fostering vocation to both religious and priestly life is part of the mission of the Church. This missionary month cannot pass by without a commitment to foster vocations. I ask all the parishes to set up a vocational group where young girls and boys open to consider the religious and priestly vocations are followed on regular basis and properly trained to discern God’s will. We should be courageous to propose religious and priestly life to young people who are opening up to life so that serving the Church and humankind full time may be part of the range of choices to be considered. Prayers, study and regular meditation on the Word of God will make them attentive to the call of the Spirit. A true vocation makes life meaningful and joyful because filled with God’s presence and totally dedicated to the good of others. 
3. Vigil of prayer for all nascent human life

Just as reminder I repeat here the request of Pope Benedict XVI to the universal Church, and to all her Christian communities, to hold a vigil of prayer on the 27th November 2010, coinciding with the first Vesper of the first Sunday of Advent and with reference to the approaching Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, Whom with the total giving of Himself, gave every human life its real worth and dignity. You have already received the message with the previous Circular letter. We all should join in this prayer given the increase of violence against all forms of life from conception to the final days. Lack of care for people, even in structures set up purposely to assist the sick and vulnerable, becomes daily news. Domestic violence too is on the increase (see the parliamentary bill) and we need to pray for God’s grace to learn to live in peace and a more justice and peaceful society. All human beings and in particular of Christians are to protect for life in all its forms and care for the environment which is essential to support life.
4. Week of prayer for unity 2011

The booklets presenting the themes for the Annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity have been published and a copy will be sent to each Parish. It is part of the mission of the Church to pray and work for unity. Therefore let us give to the week of prayer the relevance in our liturgical celebration it deserves. Try to have the collaboration of the other Christian communities present in the Parish for some communitarian celebration of the Word of God. 
5. Course for new bishops.

The Course in Rome was attended by 102 bishops ordained during the last 15 months. It was a privileged moment to reflect on the theology behind each and every office of the Roman Curia and at the organization of the Diocese. The group work helped to share experiences with great attention to the different cultural sensibilities. There was no much time for anything else but to meet Pope Benedict XVI in Castel Gandolfo.
6. Movement of Personnel,
Fr Robert Ojulun has been incardinated in the Diocese of Tororo with letter by RR Bishop Denis Kiwanuka, 27th August 2010.
Fr Mario Malacrida, MCCJ, has been assigned to Kapedo Community. We welcome him back to Karamoja after a period of service as formator in the USA.

Sr Noelina Namatovu has been appointed as Head teacher in St. Mary’s Nursery School, Kotido. She is most welcome and we wish her success as educator.
7. SECAM Press release,
SECAM held its symposium to celebrate its 40th anniversary in Accra, Ghana, from 15th to 26th July 2010. Attached find the press release presenting the conclusions agreed upon. I believe the conclusion can be useful and a source of light to our pastoral work. 

8. RIP,
We remember in our prayers for Magdalena, the mother of Fr Samuel Lotuk, who died on 24th September and the Grandmother of Fr Loono Peter who died on 23rd September 2010. August 2010.

9. Bishop’s commitments
15th-17th Oct.
Pastoral Visit to Kaabong and Confirmations.

17th Oct.
Mission Sunday.

19th Oct.
Deanery meeting.

20th Oct.
The Martyrs of Paimol

22nd – 24th 
Pastoral Visit to Kapedo and Confirmations.

26th-31st Oct
Meeting in Munyonyo

7th-13th Nov.
Episcopal Conference Meeting. 
8th-12th
Visit of Ms. Nelly to plan for a workshop in view of drawing up a strategic plan. Course for catechists.
16th Nov.
Deanery Meeting. Visit of the Team for Lay Apostolate.

17th Nov.
Meeting of Consultors.

20th-21st Nov.
Pastoral Visit to Losilang.

22nd Nov.
Family Encounter.

27th Nov.
Vigil for nascent life. Celebration in Moroto Cathedral.

6th – 10th 
Course for Catechists

14th Dec. 
Clergy Meeting

Yours in the Lord
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Appendix I
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS BENEDICT XVI
FOR THE WORLD MISSION SUNDAY 2010 
Building Ecclesial Communion
is the Key to Mission
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The month of October, with the celebration of World Mission Sunday, offers to diocesan and parish communities, institutes of consecrated life, ecclesial movements and the entire People of God an opportunity to renew the commitment to proclaim the Gospel and to give pastoral activities greater missionary perspective. This annual event invites us to live intensely the liturgical and catechetical, charitable and cultural processes through which Jesus Christ summons us to the banquet of his word and of the Eucharist, to taste the gift of his presence, to be formed at his school and to live ever more closely united to him, our teacher and Lord. He himself tells us, "He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him" (Jn 14: 21). Only on the basis of this encounter with the Love of God that changes life can we live in communion with him and with one another and offer our brothers and sisters a credible witness, accounting for the hope that is in us (cf. 1 Pt 3: 15). An adult faith, capable of entrusting itself totally to God with a filial attitude fostered by prayer, meditation on the word of God and study of the truth of the faith, is a prerequisite for furthering a new humanism founded on the Gospel of Jesus. 
Furthermore, in many countries the various ecclesial activities are resumed in October, after the summer break, and the Church invites us to learn from Mary, by praying the Holy Rosary, to contemplate the Father's plan of love for humanity, to love her as he loves her. Is not this also the meaning of mission? 
Indeed, the Father calls us to be sons and daughters loved in the beloved Son, and to recognize that we are all brothers and sisters in him who is the gift of salvation for humanity divided by discord and sin, and the revealer of the true face of God who "so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life" (Jn 3: 16). 
"We wish to see Jesus" (Jn 12: 21), is the request in John's Gospel that some Greeks, who had arrived in Jerusalem for the paschal pilgrimage, address to the Apostle Philip. It also resonates in our hearts during this month of October which reminds us that the commitment to, and task of, Gospel proclamation is a duty of the whole Church, "by her very nature missionary" (Ad gentes, n. 2), and invites us to become champions of the newness of life made up of authentic relationships in communities founded on the Gospel. In a multiethnic society that is experiencing increasingly disturbing forms of loneliness and indifference, Christians must learn to offer signs of hope and to become universal brethren, cultivating the great ideals that transform history and, without false illusions or useless fears, must strive to make the planet a home for all peoples. 
Like the Greek pilgrims of two thousand years ago, the people of our time too, even perhaps unbeknown to them, ask believers not only to "speak" of Jesus, but to "make Jesus seen", to make the face of the Redeemer shine out in every corner of the earth before the generations of the new millennium and especially before the young people of every continent, the privileged ones to whom the Gospel proclamation is intended. They must perceive that Christians bring Christ's word because he is the truth, because they have found in him the meaning and the truth for their own lives. 
These considerations refer to the missionary mandate that all the baptized and the entire Church have received but that cannot be fulfilled without a profound personal, community and pastoral conversion. In fact, awareness of the call to proclaim the Gospel not only encourages every individual member of the faithful but also all diocesan and parish communities to integral renewal and ever greater openness to missionary cooperation among the Churches, to promote the proclamation of the Gospel in the heart of every person, of every people, culture, race and nationality in every place. This awareness is nourished through the work of Fidei Donum priests, consecrated people, catechists and lay missionaries in the constant endeavour to encourage ecclesial communion so that even the phenomenon of "interculturality" may be integrated in a model of unity in which the Gospel is a leaven of freedom and progress, a source of brotherhood, humility and peace (cf. Ad gentes, n. 8). The Church in fact "is in the nature of sacrament a sign and instrument, that is, of communion with God and of unity among all men" (Lumen gentium, n. 1). 
Ecclesial communion is born from the encounter with the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who, through the Church's proclamation reaches out to human beings and creates fellowship with himself and hence with the Father and the Holy Spirit (cf. 1 Jn 1: 3). Christ establishes the new relationship between man and God. "He reveals to us that "God is love' (1 Jn 4: 8) and at the same time teaches us that the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the transformation of the world, is the new commandment of love. He assures those who trust in the charity of God that the way of love is open to all men and that the effort to establish a universal brotherhood will not be in vain" (Gaudium et spes, n. 38). 
The Church becomes "communion" on the basis of the Eucharist in which Christ, present in bread and in wine with his sacrifice of love builds the Church as his Body, uniting us with the Triune God and with one another (cf. 1 Cor 10: 16ff.). In the Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum caritatis I wrote, "The love that we celebrate in the sacrament is not something we can keep to ourselves. By its very nature it demands to be shared with everyone. What the world needs is God's love; it needs to encounter Christ and to believe in him" (n. 84). For this reason the Eucharist is not only the source and summit of the Church's life, but also of her mission: "an authentically Eucharistic Church is a missionary Church" (ibid.), which can bring all to communion with God, proclaiming with conviction "that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you may have fellowship with us" (1 Jn 1: 3). 
Dear friends, on this World Mission Sunday in which the heart's gaze extends to the immense spaces of mission, let us all be protagonists of the Church's commitment to proclaim the Gospel. The missionary impulse has always been a sign of vitality for our Churches (cf. Encyclical Letter, Redemptoris missio, n. 2), with their cooperation and their unique witness of unity, brotherhood and solidarity that gives credibility to heralds of the Love that saves! 
I therefore renew to everyone the invitation to pray and, despite financial difficulties, to offer fraternal and concrete help to support the young Churches. This act of love and sharing, which the precious service of the Pontifical Missionary Societies to which I express my gratitude will see to allocating, will support the formation of priests, seminarians and catechists in the most distant mission lands and will encourage the young ecclesial communities. 
At the end of this annual Message for World Mission Sunday, I would like with special affection to express my gratitude to missionaries who bear witness to the coming of the Kingdom of God in the most remote and challenging places, often with their lives. To them, who are in the vanguard of the Gospel's proclamation, every believer offers friendship, closeness and support. May God who loves a cheerful giver (cf. 2 Cor 9: 7) fill them with spiritual fervour and deep joy. 
As with the "Yes" of Mary, every generous response of the ecclesial community to the Divine invitation to love our brothers and sisters, will raise up a new Apostolic and ecclesial motherhood (cf. Gal 4: 4, 19, 26), leaving us struck by the mystery of the God of love who "when the time had fully come... sent forth his Son, born of a woman" (Gal 4: 4) to give faith and boldness to the new Apostles. Such a response will make everyone capable "rejoicing in hope" (Rom 12: 12) by realizing the project of God, who wills "that the whole human race form one people of God, be united in the one body of Christ, and be built up into one temple of the Holy Spirit" (Ad gentes, n. 7). 
Appendix II
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED BY THE SYMPOSIUM OF EPISCOPAL CONFERENCES OF

AFRICA AND MADAGASCAR (SECAM)

AT THE END OF ITS 15TH PLENARY ASSEMBLY AND 40TH ANNIVERSARY

HELD IN ACCRA, GHANA

FROM 26th JULY TO 2uid OF AUGUST 2010

1.
Introduction

The 15th Plenary Assembly and the 40th Anniversary of the foundation of the Symposium of Episcopal Conferences of Africa and Madagascar (SECAM) was held at the Ghana Institute of Management and Public Administration (GIMPA) in Accra, Ghana from 26th of July to the 2 of August 2010. The Plenary Assembly focussed its reflections and deliberations on the theme SECAM at 40: Self-Reliance and the Way forward for the Church in Africa. The assembly was started with Eucharistic celebration presided over by Polycarp Cardinal Pengo, the President of SECAM. There were a good number of dignitaries present for the opening ceremony including Peter Cardinal A. Turkson, President of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace; Archbishop Robert Sarah, Secretary for the Congregation for the Evangelization of Peoples; Francis Cardinal Arinze; Archbishop Leon B. Kalenga, Apostolic Nuncio to Ghana; Fr. J.Yameogo, representing the president of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications; His Excellency John Dramani Mahama, the Vice-President of the Republic of Ghana and a number of delegates and officials from various countries and from sister Continental Episcopal Conferences. Archbishop Gabriel Charles Palmer Buckle, the President of the Ghana Catholic Bishops’ Conference gave the welcome message. Fr. Francois Xavier Damiba, the Secretary General of SECAM introduced the Cardinals, the Vatican Officials, the Partner Agencies and the specially invited guests. Archbishop Robert Sarah conveyed to the members the cordial salutations of the Holy Father Pope Benedict XVI. Peter Cardinal A. Turkson and members from Partner Agencies also delivered solidarity and good will messages. Sir Paul Victor Obeng, the Chairman of the Ghana national Planning Commission, in his acceptance speech as the Chairman of the meeting, commented that the Church in Africa today is being called upon to be self- reliant. He also pointed out the need for planning at all levels of church life.
Polycarp Cardinal Pengo, the President of SECAM, in his address exemplified the mission of SECAM as that of being a sign and instrument of salvation. He also reminded the assembly about the need for building up the Church as the family of God in Africa as well as fostering communion and collaboration among all Episcopal Conferences of Africa and the Islands especially in matters of spiritual and human development. His Excellency Honourable John D. Mahama, the Vice-President of the Republic of Ghana, officially opened the Plenary Assembly with his address praising the Church for providing infrastructure and services for development through education, health, agriculture and vocation training. The Vice-President also remarked that the Church shouldn’t remain silent in the face of injustices and oppression of the poor.

2.
Mission and Vision of SECAM

In the keynote address, His Grace, Peter K. Sarpong, Archbishop Emeritus of Kumasi, Ghana, going through the 40 years of SECAM, outlined the mission of SECAM which consists in promoting its role as a sign and instrument of salvation and building the Church as Family of God in Africa. He mentioned some of the achievements of SECAM during this 40 years: serving as a bridge between the Bishops’ Conferences from French, English and Portuguese speaking countries in Africa and Madagascar, forming the collegiality between bishops, promoting dialogue between African bishops and their partners from Europe such as CCEE, Missio, Misereor etc. SECAM has supported in a discrete way several Bishops’ Conferences living in difficult situations or in hard times. It has influenced Heads of African States looking for solutions to problems concerning social, economic and political issues. SECAM has promoted key meetings on Justice and Peace topics. It has also provided studies on several vital questions for life and mission of the Church in Africa. Archbishop Sarpong underlined also some problems that SECAM had been dealing with during its 40 years of existence. Self- reliance is one of its biggest challenges of today.
3.
CORAT Africa on the Challenges of SECAM

The task of facilitating the Church in Africa towards self-reliance was ably undertaken by the Christian Organisations Research and Advisory Trust of Africa (CORAT). As SECAM celebrates 40 years of its existence she has documented achievements for the national, regional and continental Conferences of Africa and Madagascar. While celebrating these achievements, however, CORAT Africa has called for the attention of SECAM to the challenges to be addressed to ensure more and even greater quality achievements in the future. Some of these challenges revolve around the following issues of self- reliance: 
a.
SECAM has achieved much in its pastoral and social services but it must instil professionalism in the way and manner that it manages its pastoral and social programmes and projects.

b.
To assist SECAM manage efficiently, effectively and transparently the grants and other resources from partners and donors she must committedly put in place structures to ensure accountability. Good financial management means raising prudent budgets and putting up budgetary controls.

c.
To attract more funds from partners and donors, timely financial reporting will be needed with the backing of external auditors’ reports.

d.
SECAM must therefore ensure that all its activities are on a par with the policies, operational systems, financial management and procurement procedures of the partners and donors and meet the highest standards of due process, accountability and transparency.

e.
SECAM while partnering with other NGOs must keep its identity as a faith based organization. It must be a model for good stewardship and effective leadership.

f.
SECAM, in the way it implements its programmes and projects must ensure the participation and involvement of all stakeholders. The national and regional conferences must be carried along to encourage ownerships.

4.
Caritas in Veritate

Peter Cardinal Turkson presented an overview of the social teaching of Pope Benedict XVI as contained in the encyclical C/4RITAS IN VERITATE. This papal document, he pointed out, had been well received. Six thousand articles on the encyclical had been published within 30 days of its release. This encyclical is an excellent example of the teaching mission of the Pope. He pointed out that in this document the Pope goes beyond social problems and tackles global economic, entrepreneurial, political, anthropological and ecological challenges. He said the Pope invites, all to develop a more humane society to gravitate towards “being more” and to consider integral development of a vocation of every person. The Cardinal further underlined that the Pope reminds all that the Social Teaching of the Church is a truth of faith and reason. The encyclical, he said, concluded by making an appeal to all to develop a strong sense of moral responsibility rooted in genuine love for humanity. The Cardinal appealed to the bishops to promote the encyclical through regional and national Episcopal Conferences. He urged them to share the document with people both in the private and public sectors.

5.
The Family

Mrs. Daniele Sauvage reminded the bishops that first special assembly of the Synod of Bishops for Africa proposed the image of the Church as the family of God. God is a communion of persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. In adopting the model of the Church as the family of God the Synod of Bishops acknowledged the human family, marriage and human love as willed by God from the beginning, in the act of creation (Gen.1.26). God says, ‘let us make man in our own image, after our own likenesses. It follows, therefore, that for the human family and the church to realize their purpose and mission on earth both must know and model themselves on the one and the triune God. Mrs. Marguerite Peeters, in her presentation, warned against the anthropological and spiritual dangers hidden in a new, seducing global ethic expressed by a new language (gender equality, reproductive health, the right to choose, the right to sexual orientation, cultural diversity, wellbeing for alL), from which the key words of .Judeo-Christian revelation are absent: truth, charity, gratuitous gift, service, spouse, good and evil, sacrifice, complementarity.. The new ethic, forged under the aegis of the United Nations in the 1990s, is the bitter fruit of a long process of western cultural revolution that went from deism to the death of God to the death of man, going through the death of the father (deemed source of our “repression”), the death of the mother (contraceptive mentality and abortion) and the death of the spouse (sexual revolution, multiplicity of “partners”). Loss of faith threatens those Christians who allow themselves to be seduced by the secularist ethic, which is rapidly gaining ground on the African continent. There is an urgent need for discernment in the light of the Gospel, for information and education at all levels of African society. The time has come, in fact is overdue, for Africans to declare independence from western ideologies and decadent lifestyles so that the African Church may remain strong and be faithful to her specific mission within the universal Church.

6.
Renewing our Commitment to the Ideals of SECAM

The sharing of experience by some senior members was a challenge to the members to re-dedicate and re-commit themselves to SECAM. His Grace Peter K. Sarpong, Archbishop Emeritus of Kumasi, Ghana, stressed the vision of SECAM as the instrument of communion, collaboration and solidarity. He challenged the delegates to assess their commitment by paying the levies, attending meetings, sacrificing personnel for the Secretariat, renewing their commitment to SECAM and changing the name from SECAM to Association of all Conferences of Africa and Madagascar. Francis Cardinal Arinze stressed the idea of Unity as fundamental to the global world today. SECAM must provide such a unity for Africa. SECAM has to contact governments especially AU, regional governments etc. SECAM was important for the success of the Continental Synod. SECAM is the organization for Africa to take ourselves seriously and it cannot make success automatically. It is an organization to support the growth of Christianity in Africa. SECAM must not die.
Christian Cardinal Tumi shared that this assembly is an opportunity to relaunch ourselves afresh as members of SECAM. Many young Bishops have to take SECAM seriously. According to Archbishop Laurent Monsengwo, SECAM is a mission given to us by Pope Paul VI to make the Church truly African and Africa truly Christian. It was founded to answer the needs of Africa. It was meant to support the efforts of the church in the grass root level. Revision of SECAM constitution may be required in order to give prominent role for the President to be a spokesperson of SECAM at any time.

7.
Caritas in Veritate and the Gender Theory

Msgr. Tony Anatrella pointed out that in Caritas in Veritate, Pope Benedict XVI has shown us the method to true understanding of the post-modern gender theory. Critical analysis and synthesis is the method and it is now a vocation for Christian philosophers, theologians and academicians. The message of the Holy Father is clear that virtue based on the true understanding of metaphysics and ontology is the way to bring sanity to an increasingly insane society. As a way forward we must return to the Christian understanding of the human person. We must use the hermeneutics of phenomenology and Thomistic metaphysics to show the true nature of man and woman grounded in truth of the life of the Blessed Trinity which is a communion of love.

8.
Conclusion

This year SECAM is celebrating 40 years of its existence. It is a milestone in the history of the continental body. The members of SECAM have emerged from this plenary session with renewed enthusiasm, hope and a deep sense of fraternal solidarity. All the members recommitted themselves to upholding the ideals of SECAM. They also committed themselves to implementing the new resolutions of the plenary session. We owe the Founding Fathers of SECAM a debt of gratitude and pray that their vision for Africa be realized through the intercession of Mary, the Queen of Africa.

