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Kotido, 12th December 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
1. A thought from the Scriptures
In the era of internet communication among people far apart have become faster and faster and rich in information, but too often personal encounter are sacrificed to the demand of the new technology. There is a flood of words moving in all direction but they are words without life and surely do not contribute much to build up solid relationships. Deep and solid relationships are built through personal encounters, reciprocal acceptance in love and where the word is the full expression of the person. Pope Benedict XVI in the post synodal exhortation reminds us of the value of this personal relationship in n. 11: - The eternal Word, expressed in creation and communicated in salvation history, in Christ became a man, “born of woman” (Gal 4:4). Here the word finds expression not primarily in discourse, concepts or rules. Here we are set before the very person of Jesus. His unique and singular history is the definitive word which God speaks to humanity. We can see, then, why “being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a definitive direction”. The constant renewal of this encounter and this awareness fills the hearts of believers with amazement at God’s initiative, which human beings, with our own reason and imagination, could never have dreamt of. We are speaking of an unprecedented and humanly inconceivable novelty: “the word became flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn 1:14a). These words are no figure of speech; they point to a lived experience! -
Every Christmas is a grace filled opportunity to renew our personal encounter with the Word made flesh and thus to revitalise our pastoral and missionary commitment to making of it a walking together with the community to meet the Lord who comes to live among us. May our life reflect the joy and happiness we experience in presenting to the world our beloved saviour, redeemer and Prince of Peace. 
2. Diocesan Offices
Caritas: The elaboration of the strategic plan has been postponed once again because too many conflicting activities are on schedule. We hope to have it in January 2011.
Boreholes: The diocese managed to get the sponsorship of 25+2 boreholes which has been allocated to the all Parishes. Caritas is in charge to oversee the project and we ask the support and collaboration of the Parish Priests.
Pastoral: The Pastoral Team has done two courses for catechists and a workshop for married couples (35 attended it). Ongoing formation is not only a need but a necessity felt by many of the participants. What is important for all participants is to have a meaningful follow up. The Pastoral Team will plan other future similar courses. 
Finance: The members of the Financial Committee of the Diocese are: Vicar General, Sr Carolina Pifwa, Fr. Largo Koryang, Fr. Peter Tukey. 
Namugongo Shrine Foundation: On. Aleper Margaret has accepted to represent the Diocese on the BOG of the Namugongo Foundation.
Pax Insurance: Pax Insurance keeps growing at a good pace; it is our Insurance Company to which all diocesan and religious vehicles should be insured to. 
Priestly Formation and Vocations: A meeting was held in Nadiket Seminary, present the bishops of Kotido and Moroto, where it was agreed that a new Board of Advisors be sent up with appointed members from the two dioceses.

3. Vicar General
Fr Philan Bearnard has been appointed superior of the Mill Hill Missionaries in the UK and left the Diocese of Kotido on 6th of December 2010. I thank him on behalf of the Diocese and my own for the great and humble service he rendered to the Christian community of Panyangara, to the entire Diocese as Diocesan Administrator and Vicar General. May the Lord continue to bless him! 

Fr. Philip Lokel has been appointed Vicar General to replace Fr Phelan, He will take office with the 1st of January 2011. We wish him a fruitful ministry for the good of the entire Diocese.
4. Against Domestic Violence

All Parishes should have received the material sent by the Episcopal Conference for the Campaign against Domestic Violence. Let us pray and work so that the Christmas joy and peace may become a reality in all families.
5. Spreading of plague

The mysterious disease that has been spreading in various districts starting in Morulem, Abim district, has been identified as “plague”. Health Unities have been instructed on the correct way to treat the sick and to foster prevention measures. Some of the protective measures are the usual ones: washing of hands, abstaining from meet, particularly from rats or unknown sources, isolating the patients and avoid contact with them. So fare the epidemic has caused more than 40 dead within the districts of Abim, Pader and Kitgum. Let us remember our death, the sick and their families in our prayers.
6. Retreat for Priest

The five days retreat for priests is confirmed to take place in Kotido from 3rd to 7th January 2011. Arrival on 2nd January evening and departure on 8th January. All priests are invited to attend it. Fr John Peter Alenyo has accepted to come and direct it.
7. Bishop’s commitments
14th Dec. 
Clergy Meeting

15th – 17th Dec.
Youth Meeting

18th Dec.
Installation of R.R. Sabino Odoki, as Bishop of Arua

25th Dec.
Christmas 

1st Jan. 2011
Kanawat

2nd - 8th Jan.
Retreat for priests.

2nd Feb.
Meeting with Sisters

23rd – 29th Feb.
Kuwait
1st – 5th March
Kuwait

12th -22nd Mar.
Kinyamasika Seminary, Fort Portal, retreat for seminarians.
15th May 
Kotido, Consecration of Good Shepherd Cathedral
27th - 31st May
Kampala, UEC institutions

3rd June
Kampala, Uganda Martyrs Day

4th - 12th June
Kampala, Uganda Episcopal Conference

27th - 30th June
Nairobi, AMECEA general meeting

1st – 7th July
Nairobi, AMECEA general meeting

18th – 31s July
Jerusalem, Meeting of Bishops

4th - 13th Aug.
Namugongo, Spiritual Exercises.
I wish you all a very good and holy Christmas; may the Lord Jesus find a home in our hearts and in our communities.

Yours in the Lord
[image: image2.png]Giuseppe Filippi
Bishop of Kotido





Appendix I

Building strong families: The faithful House in Kotido Diocese

On behalf of the couples within the Jie county, Kotido Catholic Diocese, I would like to sincerely extend my appreciation to the initiators of this programme “Faithful House” in Kotido Diocese for the first time.

Special tank goes to the Bishop and to our Pastoral Diocesan Team in particular to Fr P. Tukey, Sr. S. Italina and Fr P. Ciaponi and others who steered us through the training where all of us have highly benefitted by becoming more aware of the value of the family based on the sacredness of life based on God’s love for all.

We, as couples, experience many challenges in our daily lives. By discussing them together without fear we experienced that is now much easier for us to face them. This training is essential make us capable to talk openly about issues touching our life including the spreading of HIV/AIDS. Couples more than ever, need ongoing training and formative actions in order to build up better and stronger relationship essential to the vitality of the marriage.
I again thank the Bishop and the priests of the diocese for this opportunity that was offered to us. A special thank goes to the family of Mr Sam and Mary who came from Lira to lead us through this life-giving experience.

Alakara nooi

Jonathan Logwero

