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DIOCESE OF KOTIDO

Bishop’s Residence - Kotido


P.O. Box 3872

Kampala - UGANDA


Phone: +256 (0)77 2470902

E-mail: giu_filippi@yahoo.it
Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 13
Kotido, 12th January 2011
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
1. A thought from the Scriptures
People often speak about their wish for success, their desire to develop visible carrier, or to climb the social ladder and reach the spot light of fame and honour. Parents inculcate this desire in their children, schools and learning Institute praise the successful and newspaper give great publicity to the high society that stroll on the read carpet. The movement is definitely upward. Christmas instead is about a movement downward: The Son of God came down from the Father to live among us; Jesus reached down to the lowest people like the shepherd, and at the beginning of his public life he went down to the Jordan to be baptised in the company of public sinners, thus inaugurating the style that characterised his mission among the lowly: the sick, the sinners, the marginalised and rejected. At the baptism of Jesus the Holy Spirit came down too and the voice from above proclaimed that the beloved ones are the lowly and the humble. The feast of the Baptism of Jesus points to our mission, namely our personal incarnation in our society as it is with all its misery and contradictions. Jesus’ way of loving and serving is to become ours as we journey to become the beloved children of God.
2. Clergy meeting

The clergy meeting took place on the 14 December 2010. I took the opportunity to make a brief evaluation of the past year and list some of the challenges we need intend to face during the New Year. Other issues:
a. As agreed I declare the 10th October, St. Daniel Comboni, to be liturgically celebrated as memoria, for the Diocese of Kotido. It is a way we keep in touch with our fathers in the faith: the martyrs of Uganda included those of Paimol, Fr Lourdel and Bishop Daniel Comboni, who was the first bishop of the Vicariate of Central Africa which included all Uganda. 
b. The first schematic draft of the Diocesan policy will be sent via e-mail to the priests and to all those who wish to contribute at its development.
c. Code of Conduct: The first draft of the Code of Conduct will be presented to the Consultors for observations and comments. 
3. Clergy retreat

The annual clergy retreat has been guided by Fr Alenyo John Peter, MCCJ, who helped us to see how God sees the good in us. Then we have time to look at God and to mirror ourselves in him in a very realistic manner we become more aware of the light but also of the shadows in us. The people we minister have the right to see in us God’s image and message. By contemplating God we allow other to see God in us. A big challenge indeed for which we want to commit ourselves trusting in God’s grace and compassionate love.
4. Diocesan Offices
Caritas: Mr Paul Emojong has been appointed deputy Director of Caritas Kotido.
IGA Commission: It met briefly in December and dealt only with some urgent matters. It will reassume its activities in January 2011.
Pastoral Team: The Pastoral Team planned a retreat for catechists from 7-12 February 2011, in Kanawat; and a course on liturgy from 14-18 March 2011.
Youth: The annual assembly of the animators was held at St Daniel Comboni Primary School and it was well attended. 
Consultors Meeting: On Saturday 8th the Bishop met the Consultors: Fr Jonathan Opio was granted excardination from Kotido Diocese so to allow him to be incardinated in Tororo Diocese.
5. Spreading of plague

The mysterious sickness that effected Morulem in Abim District and other Districted in the Northern part of Uganda is Yellow Fever for which the only sure prevention is vaccination. We hope the vaccines will be soon available to all those at risk.
6. Meeting with Sisters

I remind all sister of the meeting planned for the 2nd of February 2011, the day fixed for the celebration of Religious Life. It will take place in the Diocesan Hall in Kotido town (near to the local Administration Offices); the meeting will start at 9.00am and end with the Eucharist at 12.00 followed by lunch. Religious men too are invited to be present for the Eucharist and lunch.

7. Bishop’s commitments
18th Jan.
Week of prayer for the unity of Christians

1st Feb.
Meeting of UJCC

2nd Feb.
Meeting with Sisters

6th Feb
Pastoral Visit to Abim

11th - 13th Feb.
Kapedo Pastoral visit. Seminary Day

23rd – 29th Feb.
Kuwait
1st – 5th March
Kuwait

12th -22nd Mar.
Kinyamasika Seminary, Fort Portal, retreat for seminarians.
12th Apr.
Deanery Meeting

17th Apr.
Palms Sunday

19th Apr.
Consultors meeting 3.00pm

20th Apr.
Chrism Mass

24th Apr.
Easter Sunday

13th May.
Pastoral visit: Panyangara

14th May 
Kotido, Consecration of Good Shepherd Cathedral
15th – 17th May
Pastoral visit: Panyangara

27th - 31st May
Kampala, UJCC plenary and Centenary Bank 
3rd June
Kampala, Uganda Martyrs Day

4th - 12th June
Kampala, Uganda Episcopal Conference

26th - 30th June
Nairobi, AMECEA general meeting

1st – 7th July
Nairobi, AMECEA general meeting

18th – 31s July
Jerusalem, Meeting of Bishops

4th - 13th Aug.
Namugongo, Spiritual Exercises.
Let us support one another in prayers.
Yours in the Lord
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Appendix I

"Jesus of Nazareth Repeats to His Disciples: Do Not Be Afraid"

by Cardinal Mauro Piacenza, 

prefect of the Congregation for Clergy, wrote to priests and deacons for Christmas. 

VATICAN CITY, DEC. 25, 2010


Dear Priests and Deacons,

At this time, when the Holy Father has graciously named me as the new Prefect, I would like to take the opportunity to convey a cordial greeting to each and every one of you.

The Year for Priests, recently brought to a conclusion, remains always before us, both in its content and in its model of sanctity, St John Mary Vianney. With regard to its content, it is to be fully assimilated into the environment of the formation of the Clergy, both in the initial and ongoing stages, especially concerning to the central place it wished to recognise of the Eucharist, celebrated and adored; with regard to the model of sanctity that was offered, the heroic participation of the Curé of Ars in the self-giving of Christ for the life of men shines forth, and that witness spurs us continually to offer ourselves to the Lord in the "fragrant sacrifice".


Even in the face of the storm of the "worldly sea," Jesus of Nazareth repeats to his disciples, "Do not be afraid!" To the temptation of activism and of the fitful searching after solutions that are human, and all too human, He beckons us gently, "Remain in my love" (Jn 15: 9).


As the Holy Father Benedict XVI pointed out, "If we continue to read this Gospel passage attentively, we also find a second imperative: "abide", and "observe my commandments". "Observe" only comes second. "Abide" comes first, at the ontological level, namely that we are united with him, he has given himself to us beforehand and has already given us his love, the fruit. It is not we who must produce the abundant fruit; Christianity is not moralism, it is not we who must do all that God expects of the world but we must first of all enter this ontological mystery: God gives himself. His being, his loving, precedes our action and, in the context of his Body, in the context of being in him, being identified with him and ennobled with his Blood, we too can act with Christ" (Allocution at the Pontifical Roman Major Seminary, 12 February 2010).


Dear friends, it is precisely this primacy of the ontological over the ethical, of the "abiding" over the "doing" that is the guarantee, and the only guarantee possible, of the fruitfulness of our apostolate!


In the face of prevailing secularism and rampant relativism, Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman reminds us that, "Christianity has been too often in what seemed deadly peril, that we should fear for it any new trial now. So far is certain; on the other hand, what is uncertain, and in these great contests commonly is uncertain, and what is commonly a great surprise, when it is witnessed, is the particular mode by which, in the event, Providence rescues and saves His elect inheritance. Sometimes our enemy is turned into a friend; sometimes he is despoiled of that special virulence of evil which was so threatening; sometimes he falls to pieces of himself; sometimes he does just so much as is beneficial, and then is removed. Commonly the Church has nothing more to do than to go on in her own proper duties, in confidence and peace; to stand still and to see the salvation of God" (Biglietto Speech, 12 May 1879).


With these sentiments of profound, radical fidelity to the Lord in the Church and in history, in the Lord of my and of your sacerdotal existence, I ask a particular remembrance in your prayers, while I assure you of my pastoral concern, entrusting each one of you to the powerful protection of Her who, by virtue of a most special title, is the Mother of Priests: the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Appendix II

Benedict XVI's Christmas Message

"May the Birth of the Savior Open Horizons of Lasting Peace"


Verbum caro factum est" – "The Word became flesh" (Jn 1:14).

Dear brothers and sisters listening to me here in Rome and throughout the world, I joyfully proclaim the message of Christmas: God became man; he came to dwell among us. God is not distant: he is "Emmanuel", God-with-us. He is no stranger: he has a face, the face of Jesus.

This message is ever new, ever surprising, for it surpasses even our most daring hope. First of all, because it is not merely a proclamation: it is an event, a happening, which credible witnesses saw, heard and touched in the person of Jesus of Nazareth! Being in his presence, observing his works and hearing his words, they recognized in Jesus the Messiah; and seeing him risen, after his crucifixion, they were certain that he was true man and true God, the only-begotten Son come from the Father, full of grace and truth (cf. Jn 1:14).

"The Word became flesh". Before this revelation we once more wonder: how can this be? The Word and the flesh are mutually opposed realities; how can the eternal and almighty Word become a frail and mortal man? There is only one answer: Love. Those who love desire to share with the beloved, they want to be one with the beloved, and Sacred Scripture shows us the great love story of God for his people which culminated in Jesus Christ.

God in fact does not change: he is faithful to himself. He who created the world is the same one who called Abraham and revealed his name to Moses: "I am who I am … the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob … a God merciful and gracious, abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness (cf. Ex 3:14-15; 34:6). God does not change; he is Love, ever and always. In himself he is communion, unity in Trinity, and all his words and works are directed to communion. The Incarnation is the culmination of creation. When Jesus, the Son of God incarnate, was formed in the womb of Mary by the will of the Father and the working of the Holy Spirit, creation reached its high point. The ordering principle of the universe, the Logos, began to exist in the world, in a certain time and space.

"The Word became flesh". The light of this truth is revealed to those who receive it in faith, for it is a mystery of love. Only those who are open to love are enveloped in the light of Christmas. So it was on that night in Bethlehem, and so it is today. The Incarnation of the Son of God is an event which occurred within history, while at the same time transcending history. In the night of the world a new light was kindled, one which lets itself be seen by the simple eyes of faith, by the meek and humble hearts of those who await the Saviour. If the truth were a mere mathematical formula, in some sense it would impose itself by its own power. But if Truth is Love, it calls for faith, for the "yes" of our hearts.

And what do our hearts, in effect, seek, if not a Truth which is also Love? Children seek it with their questions, so disarming and stimulating; young people seek it in their eagerness to discover the deepest meaning of their life; adults seek it in order to guide and sustain their commitments in the family and the workplace; the elderly seek it in order to grant completion to their earthly existence.

"The Word became flesh". The proclamation of Christmas is also a light for all peoples, for the collective journey of humanity. "Emmanuel", God-with-us, has come as King of justice and peace. We know that his Kingdom is not of this world, and yet it is more important than all the kingdoms of this world. It is like the leaven of humanity: were it lacking, the energy to work for true development would flag: the impulse to work together for the common good, in the disinterested service of our neighbour, in the peaceful struggle for justice. Belief in the God who desired to share in our history constantly encourages us in our own commitment to that history, for all its contradictions. It is a source of hope for everyone whose dignity is offended and violated, since the one born in Bethlehem came to set every man and woman free from the source of all enslavement.

May the light of Christmas shine forth anew in the Land where Jesus was born, and inspire Israelis and Palestinians to strive for a just and peaceful coexistence. May the comforting message of the coming of Emmanuel ease the pain and bring consolation amid their trials to the beloved Christian communities in Iraq and throughout the Middle East; may it bring them comfort and hope for the future and bring the leaders of nations to show them effective solidarity. May it also be so for those in Haiti who still suffer in the aftermath of the devastating earthquake and the recent cholera epidemic. May the same hold true not only for those in Colombia and Venezuela, but also in Guatemala and Costa Rica, who recently suffered natural disasters.

May the birth of the Savior open horizons of lasting peace and authentic progress for the peoples of Somalia, Darfur and Côte d’Ivoire; may it promote political and social stability in Madagascar; may it bring security and respect for human rights in Afghanistan and in Pakistan; may it encourage dialogue between Nicaragua and Costa Rica; and may it advance reconciliation on the Korean peninsula.

May the birth of the Savior strengthen the spirit of faith, patience and courage of the faithful of the Church in mainland China, that they may not lose heart through the limitations imposed on their freedom of religion and conscience but, persevering in fidelity to Christ and his Church, may keep alive the flame of hope. May the love of "God-with-us" grant perseverance to all those Christian communities enduring discrimination and persecution, and inspire political and religious leaders to be committed to full respect for the religious freedom of all.

Dear brothers and sisters, "the Word became flesh"; he came to dwell among us; he is Emmanuel, the God who became close to us. Together let us contemplate this great mystery of love; let our hearts be filled with the light which shines in the stable of Bethlehem! To everyone, a Merry Christmas!

