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To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

1. A thought from the Gospel
Ash day marks the beginning of the period of Lent with an invitation to prayer fasting and charity. These three activities are supposed to define the life of Christians which is to be based on total dependence on God from whom we come and to whom we go (prayer); on sobriety and moderation in everything concerning our person and the use of world resources which are to be sufficient for everybody now and for the future generations (fasting); and on charity that is loving care of our brothers and sisters without discrimination in order to reduce the gap between rich and poor and eradicate misery and poverty (charity). To undertake such a programme we need the humility to recognize that instinctively we often act in the opposite direction. Scripture is also inviting us to examine the motivations supporting our fasting, prayer and charity. Good actions wrongly motivated can create greater damage to our relations with God, neighbour and creation because wrong motivations develop an evil heart. Therefore the first and foremost attitude that should characterise the Christians who wish to take Lent seriously is to accept the truth about our sinful nature, assume responsibility for our failure and wrong doing, included motivations, and ask God’s help to travel the path the leads us to the joy of Easter.
2. Transfer of Sisters.

Sr Rose Muthoni. MSMMC, Kotido Cathedral Parish, Sr Thomas Aquinas, Bannabikira, Losilang Parish, and Sr Anne, LSMIG, have been transferred outside the Diocese of Kotido by their respective Superior Generals. To them go our thanks for the good pastoral work done for the people they served.

Sr Mary Karambu, MSMMC, is assigned to Cathedral Parish and Sr Mildred Nakyajja, Bannabikira, is assigned to Losilang Parish; Sr Ester Auma Muraa, LSMIG, Kotido as headmistress of St Daniel Comboni Primary School. They are most welcome and we wish them a fruitful apostolate with God’s blessings.

3. Visit ad limina to His Holiness, Pope Benedict XVI
The Bishops of Uganda will meet His Holiness Benedict XVI and other Vatican Officials from the 1st to the 10th of March 2010. This encounter is a way of giving account to the Universal Church, in the person of the Pope, of the journey done and the challenges faced by our Ugandan Dioceses. It is also a privileged moment to affirm the unity of the episcopate by visiting the tomb of the Apostles Peter and Paul who with the other apostles are the foundation stones of the Church of Christ where I will pray for the diocese. For this main reason and because of other commitments, I will be absent from the diocese from the 20th February to 24th March 2010. 
4. Famine

People suffering for lack of food are growing in number and the result of famine is visible particularly on the children. As a diocese we have provided our dispensaries with some help to assist pregnant women and malnourished children; but honestly it is a drop of water in the ocean. I appeal to all those who can do something to guarantee the basic quantity of food to the poor to act as quickly as possible. I will try to sensitize potential donors during my journey to Rome.
5. Insecurity
During the last two weeks a series of attacks on the roads are cause of concern about the return of insecurity. Insecurity seriously undermines the possibility of development transformation of Karamoja. It may also be an indicator that as the present famine bites people try to survive using all means included those who have just the opposite effect by preventing the transport of essential goods.
May God grant to all a renewed heart as the fruit of this Lent!
+ Giuseppe Filippi
