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Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 5
Kotido, 15th April 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

1. A thought from the Scriptures
The Apostles after the resurrection of Jesus and the gift of the Spirit at Pentecost went out to the whole world to proclaim the new Life (AA 5:20). The Gospel of St John of this second week of Eastertide presents the dialogue between Jesus and Nicodemus on how to be reborn from above and about the “eternal life”. We are inclined to think that eternal life is life after death, and thus is soothing to be left for when we are old or on our deathbed. Instead the message of the Gospel affirms that eternal life is a sharing in the life of Christ here and now through who we are called to share in the life of the Eternal God. Jesus while living on earth shared his life with God the Father through faith, love and obedience to Him unto death. Jesus gave up his life for all people and their redemption. He gave us his body and blood in the Eucharist. This made his life to be eternal life because he not only lives in God and he lives also in us. We Christians are called to share in the life of Jesus who because of his resurrection lives for ever with God. Therefore the eternal life is achieved by faith in the risen Lord under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Thus by living, acting, working and dying like Jesus we share in his life. Therefore we need to be people of faith capable to give up our life for love of God and of our brothers and sisters. This way of living goes against the thinking of our present society which is based on selfishness, greed, materialism etc. Even we Christians have developed the habit of expecting other to help us rather then to be the first to respond to the need of others. This selfish mentality is ingrained in our daily life: for anything we do we want the sitting allowance, sponsorship, things free of charge, privileges and so on. The job description is used in order to limit as much as possible one’s word and range of commitment at the expenses of the common good. We have become so self-centered that there is no more room for charity. But a life without charity, generosity and dedication to the good of others cannot and will never be eternal life. It can only be a life of survival or worst a miserable life. Let us help each other to seek and work for the life which is eternal in imitation of Christ.
2. Vocation Sunday 25th April
The vocation Sunday is an important occasion for all Christians to reflect on the role of priesthood and consecrated life and to pray for the gift of more and holy vocations. Pope Benedict XVI reminded the Bishops of Uganda that it is their duty to care for vocations. In reference to the diocesan priests he said: “Your priests, as committed ministers of evangelization, already benefit greatly from your fatherly concern and guidance. In this Year for Priests offer them your assistance, your example and your clear teaching. Exhort them to prayer and vigilance, especially with regard to self-centred, worldly or political ambitions, or excessive attachment to family or ethnic group. Continue promoting vocations, providing for due discernment of candidates and for their proper motivation and formation, especially their spiritual formation. Priests must be men of God, capable of guiding others, through wise counsel and example, in the Lord’s ways.” In the context of present crisis the Church is challenged to renew itself beginning with the quality of priestly and religious life of those who have been called and by giving special care to those young people who are called to serve the Lord and the Church in the present and challenging times. 

Attached find copy of Benedict XVI message for the vocation day.
3. New Bishop of Jinja
On 25th April Bishop Wamika Charles will be installed as Bishop of Jinja Diocese. We wish him a fruitful ministry in the diocese entrusted to him. We want to thank Bishop Willigers Joseph. MHM, for the many years of service rendered to Jinja Diocese and to the Uganda Episcopal Conference.
4. Religious Sisters
Sr Rose Nacuge wrote informing that she will celebrate her Silver Jubilee of Religious Profession on 8th December 2010 in Kaabong, her home Parish. We congratulate her for the event and assure her of our prayers. Such event should be an occasion of vocation animation and a way of presenting the call of God to young people who are discerning what o do with their life.
Sr Maria Marrone CMS has been transferred from Kanawat community to Ngetta community, Lira. We thank Sr Maria for her many years of service to the people of Karamoja as Director of Kanawat Catholic Dispensary. May the Lord reward her and bless her new ministry in Lira.

Sr Roma Tecle, CMS, has joined the Kanawat Community and she replaces Sr Maria. We welcome her wholeheartedly and wish her a fruitful ministry as Director of the Dispensary.

5. Bishop’s commitments
17th April 
Kalongo: BOG of the Hospital
20th April
Meeting of Consultors

21st April
Joint Deanery Meeting; 

25th April
Jinja Installation of Bishop Wamika. Vocation Sunday; 
28th April
Meeting of Head-teachers Primary Schools
8th May
Meeting Heads of Dispensaries
15th May
Kalongo: Ordination of Deacon Didier

18th May
Deanery Recollection 

20-28 May
Namugongo: Directed Retreat

1st June
Recollection Day for Priests

3rd June
Namugonogo: Uganda Martyrs Day

4-11th June
Uganda Episcopal Conference Meeting

12-13th June
Loyoro Parish: Confirmation 

May the joy and peace of the risen Lord motivate your action and fill you all with peace!
+ Giuseppe Filippi
