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Phone: +256 (0)77 2470902

E-mail: giu_filippi@yahoo.it
Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 6
Kotido, 20 May 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

1. A thought from the Scriptures
When you will receive this circular letter we shall already be within the novena of Pentecost. This solemnity reminds us that the Holy Spirit is alive and ready to activate his gifts in our hearts for the good of the Church and therefore for our own good too. Indeed whenever we work to improve quality of life for our brothers and sisters we improve the quality of our own life too. Jesus called the Holy Spirit the Advocate, the revealer of the Truth, the one who transforms us from servant into friends. The feast of Pentecost reminds us of our identity as people called and sent to be witnesses of the Truth while building up friendships among people of all nations and cultures. But in order to be at the service of the Truth we must learn to accept the truth about ourselves. Pope Benedict XVI during his visit to the Shrine of Fatima reminded the Catholic community that the enemies of the Church are not those who are persecuting the Christians or those who are actively working against her. The real enemies of the Church are all of us when we do not live faithfully our vocation, that is, when we are not true Christians. Thus we cannot witness to the Truth and we cannot make the world a better world. May the Holy Spirit guide us to the truth and makes of us people true to ourselves, to our vocation to our belief and to our firends.
2. Commissioning of the Missionary Animators

A three days workshop was held in Kanawat to prepare a group of Missionaries Animator of the Pontifical Mission Society. They were commissioned on the last day to be missionary animators in their schools and parishes. A word of appreciation goes to Fr Samuel and to those who attended it. It is a reminder for all of us of our duty to be witnesses of the Risen Lord to all those who do not know Him as our Saviours. I encourage all to give new impetuous to our missionary work keeping also in mind the 100 years of the coming of the Faith to Northern Uganda (17 February 1910).
3. New Bishop of Jinja
On 25th April the bishop represented the Diocese of Kotido at the installation celebration of R.R. Bishop Richard Wamika as Bishop of Jinja Diocese. To the newly installed Bishop we wish a fruitful ministry! 
4. New Assignments
Fr Pablo Jaramillo, who has been studying the language in Kanawat for several months has been officially assigned to the Kanawat Community of the MCCJ. He is most welcome to serve as missionary in Kotido Diocese. 
Sr. Italina Serato, CMS, has been assigned to Kanawat community. She is most welcome back to Kotido Diocese 
5. New Superior General
The Sister of Mary Mother of the Church as elected the new Superior General in the person of Sr Evangelista Mirembe. Congratulation! May God bless her new ministry!
6. Ecclesial Movements
On the 17th August there will be at Ggaba Seminary a three days workshop for priests who are spiritual directors of the Legion of Mary. Those concerned will receive the invitation from Fr Walakira Expedit, national chaplain.
Ecclesial Movement are a gift of the Holy Spirit to the Church. I encourage all parishes to foster such movements as a way of helping those called to take part in them to deepen their faith and to become active members of the Parish community.
7. Diocesan Garage
The Diocesan Garage has been rented to a company from Lira on trial basis for the next three months starting from 1st June 2010. The aim is to offer a better service to any one who need to serve and repair motor vehicles. If the arrangement works to the satisfaction of both parties the contract will be renewed for a longer period. I hope the new company will offer a qualified service to the satisfaction of all potential clients.

8. Guidelines in case of sexual abuses
Following the spate of alleged sexual abuses by priests the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith published a document as a guide on how to interpret and correctly apply the Moto Proprio of Pope John Paul II, published on 30th April 2001. Copy of the document is attached.

9. RIP
We remember the mother of Mr Wilfried van de Veen who passed away on 16th April 2010. 
We also remember two cousins of Fr Gabriel Koryang who were killed in Rackoko, Morulem on 20th April 2010. We entrusted them to the merciful God!
To the families of the departed goes our condolences and prayer for God’s comfort.

10. Bishop’s commitments
8th May
Meeting Heads of Dispensaries

15th May
Kalongo: Ordination of Deacon Didier

16th May
Morulem: Marriages

18th May
Deanery Recollection & Pastoral Team meeting
20-28 May
Namugongo: Directed Retreat

1st June
Recollection Day for Priests

3rd June
Namugonogo: Uganda Martyrs Day

4-11th June
Uganda Episcopal Conference Meeting

12-13th June
Loyoro Parish: Confirmation 

May the Spirit of the risen Lord fill you with joy and peace!
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