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Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 8
Kotido, 20th July 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

The circular letter I am using to communicate with parish and religious community should not be one way communication. In fact it is open to any contribution. This issue contain a contribution from Fr Bernard Phelan. Thanks! For those who wish to receive it via e-mail or to share it with friends should send in their e-mail addresses. 
1. A thought from the Scriptures
Thanks to the means of information and to the higher education of the people we are exposed to so many voices, ideas, point of views and opinion that it becomes difficult to sort out what is really significant, important, useful and geared to life from what is irrelevant superficial if not decisively negative and harmful. In the book of Chronicles 24:7 “the king listened to the advice of the officials of Judah and set up altars to Baal … he did not listen to the prophets.” As result the king led his people towards disaster which ended with the deportation to Babylon. The whole human history is characterised by blunders and disasters caused by the leaders whenever they refused to discern in fidelity to the law of God and teaching of Jesus and of holy people. The Second World War is close example: people blinded by their ideology ventured into it and it became a disaster for the entire world. Perhaps we have learnt the lesson and we may be able to avoid the third world war, but nothing assures us that we may not bring disaster on ourselves by other means such as: little care of creation, perpetuating injustices at family, social and national levels, by styles of life that fosters irresponsibility, consumerism, superficiality and lack of care. We need to listen again and again to Jesus and contemplate his style of life to learn to discern what is right and good for all.
2. Cholera spread in Kotido
I wish to thanks all those who are committed to fight against cholera and above all to assist the people in need. The Diocesan Health Officer has been daily engaged in animating and involving the various institution so that a coordinate effort could be directed to halt the epidemic. Prevention remains a challenge and we need to do all we can to educate the people to protect themselves. 
3. Human Rights
The representative of the Office of High Commissioner for Human Rights in Kotido appealed to the Church to help in making the people more aware of their human rights. It is something that is embedded in the Social Teaching of the Church where the human dignity in all its expression from conception to death is to be upheld and defended. Christians are to grow sensitive to the sanctity of life which is to be defended and protected. The attached pamphlet provided by OHCHR in Kotido is a easy instrument to document the violation of human rights wherever they happen. Raising mere lamentations about wrong things does not help much unless we take action at least in those instances closer to each one of us. Please through the justice and peace commission of the parish make the content of the pamphlet know and educate the people to record useful data.
Concerning human rights priests and religious should be engaged in promoting good inter-tribal relationship and carefully avoid taking side of the group they are working with. We all know that it is always the other group which raids, and not the ones complaining. 

4. General election
The general election planned for 2011 is an expression of democracy and all citizens  should have the opportunity to exercise it freely. The first stage consists in the registration of the potential voters which has been concluding. The next stage is the cross checking of the registration already done. Other stages will follow. Uganda-Watch has been set up to monitor the electoral process. It is run by an NGO working in Human Rights which has circulated a pamphlet to enable citizens to report any kind of problems connected to the registration of voters (see attachment). Although it reached us a bit late it may be still useful in some places. Look at it and make it available to the public through the parish justice and peace commission. 
5. About Migrants
The Synod of the Bishop of Africa gave particular attention to migrants. Migrants are all those who for disparate reason leave their place of birth and move to elsewhere where they settle down legally or illegally, for a period of time or permanently. For example here in Kotido Diocese we have many people who have come from outside because of their trading activities, others as civil servants in various institutions dispensaries and schools in particular, other are here as members of NGOs. Many local people are studying and working outside the Diocese and they contribute to the development of the people of Karamoja with their remittances. Our society like the rest of the world is becoming more and more universal as the Church is supposed to be. In Christ we are all brothers and sisters and we have the opportunity to practice what we believe in our daily life. The challenge for all is to develop positive attitudes of welcoming and collaboration with one another to build the family of God here and now.
6. New Assignments
Bro Peter Agaba (St. Joseph the Worker) is welcome to Kotido at Bishop’s house where he replaced Bro Joseph. 
7. Closing of the year of the priests

Frs. Nabuya Daniel, John Bosco Sire and Raphael Loberei and Fredrick Wanjala who represented the Kotido Diocese Kotido in Rome during the closing celebration of the year of the Priests are invited to share with the diocese their experience. The Circular letter can offer some space for their testimony. 
8. Holy Childhood 

The Diocesan Holy Childhood celebration was held in Kotido Cathedral where over 700 children from all the Parishes gathered together for the celebration and then entertainment. It was a privileged moment to affirm the missionary identity of the Church that children are to be made aware from their earlier years. For sure the occasion reminded all of us of our duty to witness Christ and to proclaim the Good News.

9. Kampala Bombs Attacks

The tragic event of the bomb attacks on civilians in Kampala during the final of the Football Championship, on the 11th July, is condemned in the most strong terms by the Diocese of Kotido. I invite all Catholic to pray for all those who lost their life, for those hospitalized and maimed, for the family shocked and broken by the cowardly action. May God be for all a source of comfort and strength. As a Diocese will shall remember the dead on the 14th August when we shall hold the day for our martyrs. All Parish Priest are asked to pray for the victims on Sunday 18th July or on Sunday 25th July. Attached find copy of the press release of Archbishop Cyprian Lwanga and the message of UJCC.
10. On full participation in the Eucharist
Fr Bernard Phelan is share with us a summary of instruction from various documents helpful for a full participation in the Eucharist. 
11. Bishop’s commitments
19th July
Meeting with Trocaire

20th July
Deanery and Pastoral Team meetings

21st July
Meeting of Consultors

23rd July
Meeting with Horizon 3000

26-30 July
Catechists’ conventions

29th July 
Meeting with Italia Solidale

4th-12 August
Retreat in Namugongo

14th August
Remembering the Diocesan Martyrs at Mantovani’s place

17th August
To Italy to attend the Bishops formation course

22nd Sept.
Back from Italy

25th Sept.
Youth Coordinator Meeting

Yours in the Lord
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