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Kotido Diocese - Circular letter N. 9
Kotido, 16th August 2010
To all Parish and Religious communities,
Kotido Catholic Diocese
Dear sisters and brothers,

This newsletter  
1. A thought from the Scriptures
August with the feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary gives us the opportunity to raise our eyes to heaven where the Mother of the Church cares for God’s people. St. Louis Marie Grignon de Montfort wrote: “By means of Mary the salvation of the world began; again by means of Mary it must have its fulfilment. During the first coming of Christ, Mary was almost invisible so that men would not be distracted from the attention to be given to her Son. … But during the second coming of Jesus Christ, Mary must be known in order that Jesus Christ be known, loved and served by means of her. Indeed her message to the servant at Cana remains true and meaningful to us all “Do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5). She wishes the victory of her Son, the victory of the Church and the salvation of all her children, as St Bernard put it: “such is the will of He who has willed that we should obtain everything through Mary”. May Mary sustain our diocese and guide us to Christ!
2. Vigil of prayer for all nascent human life

Pope Benedict XVI invites the universal Church, that it, all her Christian communities, to hold a vigil of prayer on the 27th November 2010, coinciding with the first Vesper of the first Sunday of Advent and with reference to the approaching Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ whom with the total giving of Himself gave every human life its real worth and dignity. We are all invited to join the Pope in this vigil of prayer for the respect of human life so much threatened by the present relativistic and utilitarian culture. (See Annex II - A proposed scheme for the prayer that can be adapted to local situation).
3. Closing of the year of the priests

Attached (Annex I) find a reflection shared by the priests who attending the gathering in Rome at the conclusion of the year dedicated to the priests. 
As a diocese we chose to close the year of the Priests at the celebration held at Bro Godfrey and Fr Mantovani’s death. The example of all priest, religious and lay people who died while faithfully serving their brothers and sisters should continue to inspire us in our priestly ministry and never give up in spite of the many challenges and

4. Catechists’ convention
57 catechists from all over the diocese attended the convention organized by the Pastoral Coordinator and Team. A Team from the Catholic Secretariat was invited by the Mission Office to animate the first day and the rest was left to the team from the CTC of Kangole. The Bishop stressed the importance to renew our courage to serve God and his mission in spite all the odds and challenges. If we cling to God we shall not be discouraged and never fail. The coming together is experienced as an occasion for renewing the missionary enthusiasm and finding the needed encouragement ministry of catechists needs.
5. Bishop’s commitments
14th August
Remembering the Diocesan Martyrs at Mantovani’s place.
17th August
To Italy to attend the Bishops formation course.
22nd Sept.
Back from Italy.
25th Sept.
Youth Coordinator Meeting Kanawat.
26th Sept.
Kanawat - Confirmations (to be confirmed).

29th Sept 9th Oct
Kampala

11th-13 Oct
Visit of Miss Nelly to plan for a workshop in view of drawing up a strategic plan.

15th-17th Oct.
Pastoral Visit to Kaabong and Confirmations.

19th Oct.
Deanery meeting.

20th Oct.
The Martyrs of Paimol

22nd – 24th 
Pastoral Visit to Kapedo and Confirmations.

29th Oct
Kampala, Episcopal Conference.

Yours in the Lord
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Annex I
REPORT ON OUR JOURNEY TO ATTEND THE CONCLUSION OF THE YEAR. OF PRIETS IN ROME ON THE 9-11 JUNE 2010.

We left Uganda on the 7th of June 2010 at 6:00 p.m aboard the Ethiopian Airline which took us 2 hours to Addis- Ababa , from Addis Ababa we boarded the next flight FLT 711 at 12:05 a.m for Rome Fiumicmo Airport. We travel on the air for almost 6 hours and we landed Fiumicino at 7:05 a.m Italian time on the 08/06/20 l0,we were received by Rev Fr. Basil and other Ugandan priests studying in Rome who directed us from the airport to the place where they had prepared for us.

On the 9th 06-20 10 Fr Basil came to take us to St. Paul Basilica out side the walls where the International meeting of priests was held whereby three groups of different languages where combined. i.e. English, Italian and German speakers whereby 6,000 priests attended. Meanwhile another category speakers of French Spanish and Portuguese where gathered in St. John Lateran Basilica where by over 4,000 priest where gathered also there.

The programme while in San Paolo Basilica which was always commencing at 9:00 a.m Italian time was as follows:
· Invocation of the Holy Spirit.
· Meditation which was given by His Eminence Cardinal Meiser, Arch Bishop of Cologne where by he talked of and emphasized on the joint prayers for the conversion of some priests who where involved in the recent scandals that they may change like st Paul who was converted and changed the world. After the Meditation There was Eucharistic Adoration and confession whereby the priests where encouraged to go to receive the sacrament of penance.
· What followed after that was the Eucharistic celebration which was presided by His Eminence Claudlo Cardinal Flumes prefect of the congregation of the clergy in his Homily, he welcomed all the priests to the conclusion of their year that let this meeting here in Rome be a sign of unity with the Holy spirit, the renewal of each priests should be taken with the new Impetus which will pave the way towards the new priestly life/ conversion. He added that my dear priests these words where addressed by Christ to us to go to all nations, we have been summoned by the Lord and sent by Him.

On the 10th / 07 I 2010.The second day of the meeting still in San Paolo outside the walls, the programme of this day was not different from the first day except the facilitators.

The day opened with the invocation of the Holy spirit mentioning the names of all the Apostles, followed by the meditation which was given by His Eminence Marc Cardinal Ouellet Archbishop of Quebec he too welcomed the priests to san Paolo
Basilica by saying we are here filled this Basilica with Mary the mother of the church. The priesthood is embraced in the spiritual closeness of the mother and the son . In the house of Nazareth , the holy spirit covered the virgin Mary so that she can give birth to the son of God, Priests are co-workers with Mary in the salvation of Souls. These was the summary of Cardinal marc Arch Bishop of Quebec.

On this very date of 10th 06 2010,it was announced that there will be a vigil at St. Peters square which was commencing at 8:30 p.m guided with the theme ‘ With Peter in Ecclesial communion. In the Vigil, there were some people selected to give the testimonies on the priestly life and call. Among these was the couple who testified that they prayed to God to give them a son whom they will offer to him like Samuel they testified how they prayed and indeed God heard their prayers and gave they a priest in their family and their son whom they prayed for was present.

After the various testimonies what followed was the talk by His Holiness pope Benedict the xvi who talked so much on the words of encouragement to the priests and said the Lord will not abandon His Apostles even at the point of death he still loves them. Immediately after the talk of His Holiness what followed was the Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction which concluded the Vigil with the Pope.

On the 1/06/2010.at St. Peters square was the climax of the International meeting of priests in Rome with the Eucharistic celebration which was presided by His Holiness Benedict the xvi where by over 15,000 priests attended and concelebrated with him, St. Peters Square was full to capacity because even the lay faithful joined their priest to conclude the end of the year of priests.

Conclusively, after the 11th 6 2010.we had to remain behind for one more week to move round to visit the most important historical sites and places, and this came to it’s end on the night of 20th /06 /20 10 when we boarded Ethiopian airline from Fiumicino International Airport in Rome for Addis Ababa and we arrived Ethiopia in the morning of 21t/06/ 2010 where by we waited for 3 hours and we connected for Entebbe Uganda with Ethiopian airlines at 11:30 a.m and arrived to Entebbe at 1:15 p.m in the afternoon.

Our gratitude goes to our Bishop Giuseppe Filippi for his moral and financial support which allowed us to attend this important and historical event in our lives as ministers of the church. We are also grateful to the Uganda Episcopal conference Secretary Mnsgr John Baptist Kauta and Miss Cissy for dedicating their time running up and down to Make sure that we get the necessary documents to travel freely with out the unnecessary disturbances may the Lord bless them all abundantly

Our sincere thanks also goes to our brother priests who contributed financially, morally and spiritually together with the lay faithful who encouraged us to go to attend this international meeting for the conclusion of the year of the priests, may God bless you all.

Abundant Blessings.

Your brothers,

Fr John Bosco Sire, Raphael Lobeerei, Daniel Nabuya, Diocesan priests of Kotido Catholic Diocese.
Annex II
Vigil of prayer for nascent human life
Pope Benedict XVI invites the universal Church, that it, all her Christian communities, to hold a vigil of prayer on the 27th November 2010, coinciding with the first Vesper of the first Sunday of Advent and with reference to the approaching Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ whom with the total giving of Himself gave every human life its real worth and dignity. We are all invited to join the Pope in this vigil of prayer for the respect of human life so much threatened by the present relativistic and utilitarian culture.
OUTLINE: HOMILY FOR THE VIGIL

1. “What is man, that you keep him in mind? (Ps. 8:5). The human being has always questioned the purpose of his or her own existence.
2. “Christ, the final Adam, by the revelation of the mystery of the Father and His love, fully reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme calling clear” (Gaudium et Spes, 22). The mystery which we celebrate in the approaching Solemnity of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ is God’s full approval, His great YES, to human life. “For by His incarnation the Son of God has united Himself in some fashion with every man ... Born of the Virgin Mary, He has truly been made one of us” (GS, 22).
3. In a special and urgent marmer today, “the Church [who] feels in duty bound to speak out with ... courage on behalf of those who have no voice,” carries out a “vigorous reaffirmation of the value of human life and its inviolability, and at the same time a pressing appeal addressed to each and every person, in the name of God: respect, protect, love and serve life, every human life!” (EV, 5).
4. “To defend and promote life, to show reverence and love for it, is a task which God entrusts to every man” (EV, 42). It is a right and duty which belongs to everyone. The Family also, as the “sancmary of life”, has an irreplaceable role in this task and therefore to her too belongs this right and duty.
5. This task, is summed up, in a certain way, by living and celebrating the gospel of life, by rejoicing in God the Author of life; a celebration which involves prayer, liturgy and the sacraments. But above all, the celebration of the gospel of life ought to carried out in one’s own daily life through a spirit of charity towards everyone, by our own self-giving, (cf. EV, 83-86), by “showing care” for all life and for the life of everyone (EV, 87-91). Core to this task is the promotion of a culture of life, where “the people of life”, with their vast and diverse associations and institutions, are called to fulfill an unique and irreplaceable service for life within society (EV, 78-79).
6. The prayer Vigil for all nascent human life is meant to become a cry of all Humanity, rising up to God the Father, Giver of all good things, in order that every human life be respected, protected and loved.
Prayer Vigil for Life

at the outset of the liturgical year 2010/2Q11

The vigil of prayer can be celebrated:

· Either commencing with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and continuing with the celebration of vespers;
· Or concluding with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and the celebration of vespers.

First Option

An image of Our Lady is placed at the Gospel side of the Altar and

adorned with lights.
1. Entrance procession: The Rorate Coeli is sung (Jubilate Deo, n.58. pp. 63ff). Having arrived at the Altar, the Blessed Sacrament is brought for exposition. The Blessed Sacrament may be accompanied by children bearing olive and palm branches and lamps. A hymn ma be sung. The Blessed Sacrament is exposed according to the prescribed Ritual [AAS 65 (1973) 610]. The Ave Verum may be sung. After a short period of silence, the priest goes to the chair from which he presides at the First Vespers of the First Sunday of Advent.
2. Vespers are celebrated in accordance with the Liturgy of the Hours. During the homily, the meaning and significance of the celebration of this vigil at the outset of the Liturgical Year are explained (see enclosure). At the end of Vespers, the priest adores the Blessed Sacrament in silence.
3. Supplications for life (the official texts will be released in due course). In the presence of the Blessed Sacrament this part of the vigil begins with a prayer to the Lord of Life.
4. After the prayer all sit.

Reading (Genesis 3: 9-15)

· Ave Mans Stella (Jubilate Deo n. 67, pp. 75ff) is sung.
· The priest introduces the meditation on the Joyful Mysteries of the life of Our Lord with his mother.
· Meditation on the Joyful Mysteries of the Holy Rosary.
There follows the recitation of the mysteries according to the following order:
· Reading of a biblical passage.
· A period of adoration, meditation and silent personal prayer.
· Prayer of the Our Father, 10 Hail Marys and the Glory be to the Father which could be sung. The various mysteries could also be distributed among different groups (parents who are expecting a child, sick children with their parents, entire families with their children, grandparents and their grandchildren, teachers).
· Short silence followed by the concluding prayer said by the priest.

At the end of the meditation on the Joyful Mysteries, the vigil concludes with benediction and reposition of the Blessed Sacrament.

5. Benediction and Reposition of the Blessed Sacrament

Following a period of silence, the priest approaches the Altar, kneels and recites the prayer of the Venerable John Paul II contained in EV. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament concludes according to the prescriptions of the Ritual. Introduction: we ask the Blessed Virgin Mary to present our prayers to her Son, the Life of the World.

· The Prayer from EV
· 0 Salutaris Hostia is sung (Iubilate Deo, n. 50, p. 55)

· Prayer

· Benediction.
6. The Blessed Sacrament is reposed while the customary hymn is sung. The priest retires.
Second option

The second option culminates with vespers. The following is a possible order:

1. Entrance procession with am image of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The procession should consist of all the participants or of a significant number of them. An image of the Blessed Virgin is carried in procession. The procession should move from the “Atrium” (or square or from another church) and proceed tot eh Altar. It should have a penitential character in expiation for all the attacks on life from conception to natural death. The Litany of Loreto could be sung together with the addition of some Marian titles and prayers.
· Initial admonition

· Procession with the singing of the litany.

Having arrived at the Altar, the image of the Blessed Virgin is enthroned at the Gospel side and the procession ends with the singing of the Salve Regina. The image may be incensed at this point. Some children may place lights around the image.

· Introduction by the priest

· Biblical reading (Genesis 3:9-15). All seated.

· Ave Stella Mans is sung (Jubilate Deo n. 67, p. 75ff).

· Brief admonition, introduction to the vigil (Christ, Gospel of Life).
2. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: The Blessed Sacrament is exposed on the Altar according to the prescriptions of the Ritual. The Blessed Sacrament may be accompanied by children bearing olive and palm branches and lamps. A hymn may be sung.

· The Blessed Sacrament is exposed.

· Ave verum is sung
When the priest come to the chair, the meditation of the Joyful Mysteries begins recalling the these events in the life of Our Lord which were experienced by Our Lady.

3. Biblical meditation with Our Lady, the Holy Rosary. The meditation on the Joyful Mysteries begins in accordance with the following order for each mystery:

· Biblical reading

· Period of silence, adoration and personal meditation

· The Our father, 10 Hail Marys, and the Glory be which could be sung as at Fatima. The first mystery (Annunciation) could 6e recited by parents who are expecting a child; the second mystery. (Visitation) could be recited by a sick child or by a handicapped child and his parents; the third mystery (Nativity) by a family; the fourth mystery (Presentation) by grandparents and grandchildren; the fifth mystery (Finding of Our Lord in the Temple) by teachers.

· Brief period of silence followed by the concluding prayer recited by the priest.

4. Supplication for Life: Following the meditation on the Joyful Mysteries of Our Saviour’ s life, in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament, the solemn supplication for life takes place. The official text for this prayer will be released in due course.

· Brief period of silence

· Supplication for life, which could be interspersed with litany acclamations from the entire community or from one or two persons.

· Silence, adoration and personal prayer.

· Celebration of first vespers of the first Sunday of Advent

The Rorate Coeli may be used as a hymn (Jubilate Deo, n. 58, pp. 63ff). After the short reading, the significance of the prayer vigil is explained in the homily. Following the collect, the priest goes and kneels in silence before the Blessed Sacrament.
5. Conclusion of the Vigil and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament: Kneeling before the Blessed Sacrament all recite the prayer of the Venerable John Paul II contained in EV. 
· Introduction: we entreat the Blessed Virgin Mary to present our to her Son, the Life of the world.

· Prayer from EV.
After a brief period of silence, benediction of the Blessed Sacrament follows according to the prescriptions of the Ritual.

· Eucharistic hymn: 0 salutaris (Jubilate Deo, n. 50, p. 55, for the phrase “qut vitam sine termino nobis donet in patria”) and incensation

· Prayer

· Benediction.

Following benediction, the Blessed Sacrament is reposed to the accompaniment of a suitable hymn and the community leaves.

